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What is Cambridge Assessment International Examinations (CAIE)?

e CAIE is an international qualification (not a foreign qualification).

e Allows for a South African Matric with exemption (via USAf) or without exemption (via SAQA).
e Students wanting to study medicine, veterinary or actuarial science must take 6 subjects from
IGCSE to AS/A Level. Or 3 A level subjects with further AS and IGCSE subject combinations.

e Students wanting to pursue other academic fields are advised to take 5 subjects but should
confirm this with the Universities.

e Official Cambridge Website: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/ The website can be
accessed by anyone for CAIE materials such as syllabi, past papers, exam information,
endorsed textbook material and the like.

How does Cambridge Upper Secondary (IGCSE) and Advanced Levels work?

IGCSE Level — Upper Secondary
e Entrylevel: 14 — 16 years old; variable factors taken into consideration or a pass for all
subjects at grade 9 level.
e University entrance is made with IGCSE results, pending AS/A Level results.
e **Afrikaans is only available in a November exam session and cannot be written in a June
session.
AS/A Level — Advanced Levels

* Entrylevel: 17 to 19 years or a pass at grade 11/12 in all subjects with C grades or higher

* Requirements for university entrance may be different for all countries outside of South
Africa.

* This will allow for USAf exemption via AS Level for South African Matriculation purposes.

e **Afrikaans is only available in a November exam session and cannot be written in a June
session.

Why would students complete A Levels?

* ASlevels are sufficient for students wanting to enter SA universities.

* Students must ensure that they have the correct subjects, as per university admission
requirements, AND achieve the correct grades for the required subjects.

* Students wanting to study abroad require two (2) to three (3) full A Levels; this is university
and further study dependent.

e Students completing AS Levels by sixteen (16) years old are advised to take A Levels.

*  More APS points: x2 A levels with C grades = 14 APS points (A level with C grade = 7 points) as
apposed x2 AS levels with C grades = 10 APS points (AS Level with C grade =5 points).

* The two-sitting rule is no longer relevant if two or more A levels are completed.
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USAf Two-Sitting Rule

CIE exams are offered in a May/June and October/November of any given year.

To clarify an exam session versus a sitting:

For USAf purposes, the May/June exam session and October/November exam session of any
given year counts as ONE SITTING, hence, AS levels can be completed in one exam sitting, for
example, M/J and O/N of 2018 is one sitting (two exam sessions in the same year = ONE
exam sitting), or exams can be split over two sitting as follows:

M/J and O/N exam sessions of 2018, and M/J and O/N exam sessions of 2019 — will be TWO
exam sittings (four exam sessions = two sittings)

Where a subject in not examined in M/J, for example, Afrikaans, the following or preceding
exam session will be regarded as the same session: Five (5) subjects written in M/J 2018 and

Afrikaans written in O/N 2017 or O/N 2018 is one exam session and one sitting.
* The Cambridge recognitions officer for South Africa is Jolene Rugg: rugg.j@cie.org.uk

Hypothetical Exam session and sitting planning

2019 2019
_ 2017 2018 2018 May/lune |Oct/Nov
Subjects for Target
Matric exemption | level Oct/Nov May/June Oct/Nov
AS A Level possibility
English (Group 1} | AS IG
Afrikaans (Group
1) AS IG AS (here) Or AS (here)
Maths (group 3) | AS AS
Biology (group 4] | AS IG AS A Level possibility
History (group 4) | AS IG AS
Geography AS
(Group 4) AS IG
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Understanding AS and A Levels

*  ASlevel = Advanced Subsidiary

* ASlevel and A level consist of a different number of papers for all subjects.

* Some subjects only have 3 papers, others have 4 papers and some have 5 papers.
*  Alevels must be written within 13 months of AS level.

*  Example: AS/A Level Economics

Economics

AS LEVEL |

A LEVEL

P, 1 ) Paper 3 o
- L) Paper 2 @ (case study L)
(multiple @ Q@eocece o0

8 [ ] (theory) () and [)
choice) ® [ ] theory) L

+  Example: AS/A Level English

English
AS LEVEL | A LEVEL

L) @, [ ) L)
Paper 1 (] Paper 2 ® ( ] FrE=r] (]
oo o Q@ececee papersitedt) K R XX XN = oe
(language) () {composition) () () (analysis) *
L) ® ® L)
* Practical session workshops must be attended for AS level: Chemistry, Physics and Biology
*  Example: AS/A Level Physics
Physics
bl .. L4 L/ Paper 4 ®, Paper 5
Paper 2 (] Paper 3 (] Papel () pet
{multiple (X XXX ] ([ E XXX (XXX X ] (advanced *9 000 (theoretical
choice) . .. (theary) . .. {practical} . .0 theory) . .. practical)

Students can write zll five papers in one session
Cr

Students can split these over two sessions.

AS LEVEL (2018) A LEVEL (2019)

Paper 1 . . R— o Paper & L) Paper 5
Eil @ecece @eccce QEEHEE@ecose il @ oeece TR Qese :‘0
chaice) 4 4 4 theory) g practicai) o
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IGCSE Afrikaans versus AS Afrikaans

AS Afrikaans is preferably advised as an end goal

IGCSE
Afrikaans

Paper 1 Paper 2
Reading and . .
Directed Writing Listening Exam

Weighted 50%

Reading and Writing

Paper 2

Weighted at 70%

AS Afrikaans
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Paper 3

Composition
Weighted 30%

Weighted at 50%

Degree of
Difficulty = Similar

AS Levels Mathematics options

Statistics (51)

(P1+81)
(ALevel =P1+P3+51452)

/

Advised for:
Actuarial sciences
Pure Math 1
Language [ Literature
Psychology / Social Sciences

Economics

(P1 compulsory)

Politics / journalism
Sport science
Zoaology / etc.

<

N

Mechanics (M1)

~/

(P1+111)
[ALevel =P1+P3+ M1+M2)

Alevel
combinations can
also be
[P1+P3+514+M1)

Advised for:
Computer Science
Bio-medical engineering
Engineering | mechanical/electrical/chemical]
Architecture
Robotics

Pure Math (P2)
(for students not extending to A Level)

o /

—_—
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Possible subject combinations

‘ Group Il Group V

‘ Group Il ' Group IV

English w0 Afrikaans Biclogy Mathematics Accounting
(] Q Spanish (on request v Chemistry Art and Design Business Studies
?60 0l only) 8 Physics Biology Computer Science
5 g French (on request c Mathematics Chemistry Further Mathematics
[ oo only) '9 Economics Divinity
c c Q Environmental Mar it Religious Studies
[44] o (%] History
- - Geography
-&Cﬂ E Ph\rs.ir_s
e c Music
oo o )
c *Note: Any other prar) **Note: Candidates can ***Note: Music #***Note: Group V
L UsAf recognised first :6 take a third language, not = Royal Schools, Trinity or subjects at AS level
language he] offered as part of group Il UNISA may be substituted are only recegnised if
< requirement. complies with USAf candidates have
recognition and passed IGCSE
regulations as a Music mathematics witha C
substitute for as grade or higher
Cambridge Music.
* Theory and practical
exams MUST be done
through the same school.
= Grade B practical with
Grade & theory will be
accepted by USAf as
complying and replacing
Cambridge AS Level
music.
IGCSE Level

Combinations (variations in combinations are permissible; see below for some examples with six subjects, but five subjects are permissible)

Combination A: Combination B: Combination C:

English English English
Afrikaans Afrikaans Afrikaans
Maths Maths Biology
Physics Business Studies Geography
. Economics Computer Science
Biology
., Accounting or History or Computer Economics or Business Studies
Chemistry
Science [Maths)
AS Level

The same combination as selected at IGCSE Level is taken through AS Levels. AS Level, minimum requirements are as follows for USAf (previously HESA) purposes:
X4 AS Levels (to be passed with a D grade or higher)

X1 IGCSE level (to be passed with a C grade or higher

Or

x5/6 AS Level (to be passed with a D grade or higher)

Note: This will allow for USAf exemption via AS Level for South African Matriculation purposes.
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University Admission Point Score (APS)
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Admission Point Score (APS) Conversion Table
The following tables can be used to convert your marks/symbols into an Admission Point Score (APS) when
applying for studies at the University of Pretoria (UP).

Admission Point Scere (APS) Conversion Table only for Cambridge Advanced Level and IB Higher

APS  |[NsCI SCHG ||SCSG ||HIGCSE ||[As- |[IBSL || IGCSE/ || IGCSE!
(requirement | IEE M-score ||M-score ||NSSC HL | Level GCSE/ || GCSE/ Level
level for NSSC || Nssc
subjects as oL/ oL [ APS |
uv::::: :sPSJ Otevel || Octevel ‘Requiremem level for subjects HRequiremem level for overall ‘ A-Level IB HL
Grade 117|| Grade APS
12+
7 70 A 1 A 7 A | ! | 1 | A | ! |
I R I D R I R N O s s s S O S BT
| 6 Jemerew) 8 || A | 2 ] B | 6 [ B | || 5 | 7 [ c [ s ]
s s c s[5 ol s s al [+ [ v [ 5 [ ]
1 4(5059%)| D c 3 D 1 c B | 3 I 5 | £ I |
3 34049%)| E D 4 E 3 D c | > I 1 I I |
2 2(3039%)| F E 2 E DIE | . H 3 H H |
1 e e [ F ] | [ [ F J[ e |
—

Founder and Director | Bronwyn Ansell | B. A (Comm. Science) B. Tech (Post School Ed.) | S.A.C.E registered
Phone +27 83 383 7650

!
("
"\\L;'W'\



