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What is Cambridge Assessment International Examinations (CAIE)? 
 

• CAIE is an international qualification (not a foreign qualification). 

• Allows for a South African Matric with exemption (via USAf) or without exemption (via SAQA). 

• Students wanting to study medicine, veterinary or actuarial science must take 6 subjects from 

IGCSE to AS/A Level. Or 3 A level subjects with further AS and IGCSE subject combinations. 

• Students wanting to pursue other academic fields are advised to take 5 subjects but should 

confirm this with the Universities.  

• Official Cambridge Website: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/ The website can be 

accessed by anyone for CAIE materials such as syllabi, past papers, exam information, 

endorsed textbook material and the like. 

 

How does Cambridge Upper Secondary (IGCSE) and Advanced Levels work? 

IGCSE Level – Upper Secondary 

• Entry level:  14 – 16 years old; variable factors taken into consideration or a pass for all 

subjects at grade 9 level. 

• University entrance is made with IGCSE results, pending AS/A Level results. 

• **Afrikaans is only available in a November exam session and cannot be written in a June 

session. 

AS/A Level – Advanced Levels 

• Entry level:  17 to 19 years or a pass at grade 11/12 in all subjects with C grades or higher 

• Requirements for university entrance may be different for all countries outside of South 

Africa. 

• This will allow for USAf exemption via AS Level for South African Matriculation purposes. 

• **Afrikaans is only available in a November exam session and cannot be written in a June 

session. 

 

Why would students complete A Levels? 

• AS levels are sufficient for students wanting to enter SA universities. 

• Students must ensure that they have the correct subjects, as per university admission 

requirements, AND achieve the correct grades for the required subjects. 

• Students wanting to study abroad require two (2) to three (3) full A Levels; this is university 

and further study dependent.  

• Students completing AS Levels by sixteen (16) years old are advised to take A Levels. 

• More APS points: x2 A levels with C grades = 14 APS points (A level with C grade = 7 points) as 

apposed x2 AS levels with C grades = 10 APS points (AS Level with C grade =5 points).  

• The two-sitting rule is no longer relevant if two or more A levels are completed. 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/
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USAf Two-Sitting Rule 

 

• CIE exams are offered in a May/June and October/November of any given year.  

• To clarify an exam session versus a sitting:  

For USAf purposes, the May/June exam session and October/November exam session of any 

given year counts as ONE SITTING, hence, AS levels can be completed in one exam sitting, for 

example, M/J and O/N of 2018 is one sitting (two  exam  sessions in the same year = ONE 

exam sitting), or exams can be split over two sitting as follows:   

M/J and O/N exam sessions of 2018, and M/J and O/N exam sessions of  2019 – will be TWO 

exam sittings (four exam sessions = two sittings) 

• Where a subject in not examined in M/J, for example, Afrikaans, the following or preceding 

exam session will be regarded as the same session:  Five (5) subjects written in M/J 2018 and 

Afrikaans written in O/N 2017 or O/N 2018 is one exam session and one sitting.   

• The Cambridge recognitions officer for South Africa is Jolene Rugg: rugg.j@cie.org.uk 

 

Hypothetical Exam session and sitting planning 

 

 

mailto:rugg.j@cie.org.uk
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Understanding AS and A Levels 
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IGCSE Afrikaans versus AS Afrikaans 

 

AS Levels Mathematics options 
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Possible subject combinations 
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University Admission Point Score (APS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


